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of ancient Israel.1 The angelology of the book leads to the
same conclusion. Hence the beginning of the third century b.c.
seems a probable date.
The Psalms present the same problem of date,2 which is no
easier to solve than in the case of Job. The titles, whose textual
tradition is uncertain, such as To David, To Asaph, seem to
refer, not to the probable author, but only to the collection
from which the particular psalm is taken—for the five books
into which the Psalms in their present form are divided are
made up of borrowings from earlier collections. It is possible
that a few of these poems, definitely intended for liturgical
purposes, date from before the Exile, but the tone and feeling
of the majority point to that later period which now concerns
us.3
The book known as Ecclesiastes is really called " The words
of the Preacher, the son of David, King of Israel in Jerusalem." 4
It opens with the famous words : " Vanity of vanities . . .",
which give the keynote of all the rest. It is the work of a
sceptic, or at least of a disillusioned pessimist. It seems most
extraordinary that a writing of this nature, so frankly setting
forth its negative quietistic philosophy of indifference, should
ever have been received into the canon. It is earlier than
Ecclesiasticus (The Wisdom of Jesus> the son of Sirach),5 which
was composed about the year 200 or a little later; but we do
not know -whether to place it towards the end of the Persian
domination or just before the time of the Maccabees.
The Book of Daniel 6 is an apocalypse belonging to the
period of Antiochus Epiphanes (175-164 b.c.). Inspired by
the oppression of the Seleucid king, the author chooses the
reign of the Chaldsean king, Nebuchadnezzar, for the setting
of his story. The work first appeared in Aramaic, but was
1	LXX, 669 and Steuernagel in XLVIII, ii, 296.    On the matter and
spirit of the book see Lods, The Prophets of Israel and the Pise of Judaism^
book iii, chap, ii, § ii, 335 ff.
2	See Lods, op. cit., pp. 347 ff.
3	Psalms, in 7, 1920, pp. 186 ff.;  XLVm,ii, 106;  EB, under Psalms
(Book), § 7-14 ;   A. Causse, L'Ancienne poe'&ie cultuelle cF Israel et les
origines du Psautier, after RHPR, i-ii, 1926 ;   LIX (3rd edit.), 36.
4	See Lods, op. cit., pp. 341 ff.    EB, art. Ecclesiastes; Budde in XLVIII,
ii, 384.    St. Jerome renders the Hebrew Koheleth, meaning " preacher,"
as concionator ;  this is the meaning of the Greek Ecclesiastes, one who
addresses 'the ecclesia or assembly.
5	Ben-Sira xviii. 6 is taken to be an echo of Eccles. iii. 14 and Ben-
Sira xlii. 24 is reminiscent of Eccles. vii. 14.
6	EB, art. Daniel (Book of);   Marti, in XLVIII, ii, 416 ;   LXXV, iii
(3rd edit.), 186 ; Charles, A critical and exegetical commentary on the book
of Daniel, Oxford, 1929.

